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TO THE 
INHABITANTS 
OF THE 


TOWN OF BEDFORD, 


THIS SERMON 


7 


IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 
== 
THEIR SINCERE WELL-WISHER, 


S E R M O N, 
Oc. Oe. 


Jobn, x: xxi. 15. 


Jrsus SAITH TO SIMON PETER, SIMON 
SON OF JONAS LOVEST THOU ME MORE 
THAN THESE? HE SAITH UNTO HIM— 
YEA, LORD, THOU KNOWEST THAT I 
LOVE THEE: HE SAITH UNTO HIM—— 
FEED MY LAMBS, 


HAT the frame of nature is under the 
guidance of a wiſe and intelligent Be- 
ing, muſt be evident to every one who con- 
ſiders the regular and beautiful ſtructure of 


the univerſe; and that benevolence is the 


ſpring which actuates the great Author of na- 
ture, is no leſs apparent from the proviſion 
which is made for the happineſs of all his 
creatures in this lower world, from the 
meaneſt inſect up to the human ſpecies: In 
Cod all things live, move, and have their 

B being 
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Being He is the center of every perfection; 
and the various bleſſings which are ſo copi- 
ouſly diffuſed throughout the wide extent of 
the univerſe, may be conſidered as ſo many 
ſtreams iſſuing from the rich fountain of the 
divine goodneſs. It is this great and glorious 
Being who makes the ſun, the moon, and 
the ſtars, to ſhine upon the world; who decks 
the earth with verdure, and paints the flowers 


of the field with ſuch exquiſite and inimita- - 


ble beauty: Behold, the eyes of all creatures 
wait upon him; and he gives them meat 
in due ſeaſon. His providence continually 
watches over us, the children of men, for 
good; and ſupplies us with all things that 
are needful, as well for the body as the ſoul. - 
But though every bleſſing originate in the 
goodneſs of the Almighty, yet are his ope- 
rations carried on through the inftrament- 
ality of ſecond caufes, and his creatures 
are made the means of conveying to one 
another thofe meaſures of happineſs and per- 
fection of which their natures are ſuſceptible. 
From the influence which the conduct of man 
towards the inferior animals has upon their 
comfort and happineſs, we may reafonably 
infer 
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infer that the chain of connection aſcends 
from man to higher orders of beings, though 
the links of that chain are not viſible to us; 
and the concluſions which analogieal reaſon» 
ing furniſhes upon this head, are confirmed 

by the expreſs declarations of Holy Writ, 
wherein we read that angels are miniſtering 
| fharits ſent forth to miniſter to them who are 
Heir of ſalvation; and that there are other 
beings who have forgotten the end of their 
creation fo far as to employ themſelves in 
counteracting this labour of love. 
That any deviation from the ſcheme of 
univerſal benevolence ſhould be permitted 
under the government of infinite wiſdom, 

is a ſubje& which in all ages hath engaged 
the attention and perplexed the reaſon of the 
wiſeſt and moſt inquilitive of our ſpecies; 
and the various ſpeculations which have been 
generated by attempting to account for the 
origin of evil, ſerve only to ſhew the inade- 
quacy of the human faculties to fathom the 
deep things of God. To ſuppoſe that the 
ſame degree of perfection can be communi- 
cated to a created being, which exiſts in the 
ſupreme Caule of all, is a ſuppoſition which 
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manifeſtly involves a contradiction; and on 
the other hand, the attributes which are 
aſcribed to the Deity forbid us from har- 
bouring the thought that any other motive 
but goodneſs could have induced him to exert 
his power in calling beings into exiſtence. 
Reſting our inquiries then upon this point, 
we ſeem to ſtand upon firm ground, and the 

farther we ſuffer our inquiries to wander 
from this point, the more are we bewildered in 
darkneſs. Admitting therefore benevolence 
to be the ſource of all the operations of the di- 
vine Mind, and happinefs to be the ultimate 
end of his government, it muſt follow that 
every thing which we call evil, or, in other 
words, that every thing which has a tendency to 
promote miſery, muſt reſult from a difinclina- 
tion on the part of ſome of the creatures of 
God, to promote the purpoſes for which he 
willed their exiſtence ; and this inference fur- 
niſhes a clue to guide us through that laby- 
rinth of error, of ſin, and of miſery, in 
which we find ourſelves unhappily involved. 
We can imagine human beings in a ſtate of 
truth, of virtue, and of happineſs, which 
words convey the higheſt notions of perfec- 
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C39 
tion that our minds can conceive a created 
being capable of enjoying: But a ſtate of truth, 
of virtue, and of happineſs, is very far from 
being thepreſent conſtitution of human nature; 
and though the arrogance of reaſoning pride 
hath preſumed to tell us, that © man is as per- 
fect as he ought to be; yet, to ſay nothing of 
the intellectual part of our nature, a little ac- 
quaintance with our own hearts muſt con- 
vince every one of us, that we often do thoſe 
things which we ought not to do; and that 
the higher powers of reaſon and conſcience, 
which ought to give law to the inferior prin- 
ciples of our nature, are frequently overcome 
by paſſion and appetite, and become the 
ſlaves of low and criminal propenſities. Thoſe 
feelings of ſhame and remorſe, which attend 
a deviation from the dictates of conſcience, 
and the laws of eternal rectitude, furniſh 
a ſtrong preſumption that man was not 
originally created in this ſtate of moral dif- 
tortion. Experience and obſervation tell us 
that we are in this ſtate; reaſon and conſci- 
ence tell us that we ought not to be in this 
ſtate; but neither conſcience, nor reaſon, nor 


8 obſervation, nor experience, can trace the 
| origig 
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origin of that malady under which the whole 
human race groans, nor point out a remedy, 
Where then ſhall we look for a ſolution of 
thoſe perplexing doubts and miſgiving fears 
which we inherit from nature Look into 

the Bible, my brethren, and there ſhines a 
ſtar which opens a flood of day upon the be- 
nighted mind: There you will find an anchor 
upon which the ſoul may reſt, both ſure and 
ſtedfaſt.— But what ? lays the diſputer of 
this world; am I to receive the Bible as a 
ſupernatural revelation upon the authority of 
prieſts ?—God forbid that a miniſter of a Pro- 
teſtant Church ſhould require ſuch ſlaviſh 
ſubmiſſion. The Church of England glories 
in permitting the utmoſt freedom of inquiry; 
ſhe profeſſes to ground her own doctrines 
upon the Bible; ſhe aſſumes not indeed the 
claim of an infallible interpreter, which would 
be inconſiſtent with the grand principle of 
the Reformation, namely, the right of pri- 
vate judgment. The only infallible ground 
upon which ſhe reſts is the divine origin of 
the Bible, and ſhe allows every man to ſearch 
that book, and to judge for himſelf. The con- 


- tents af that book have ſo fully ſatisfied the 
realon 
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reaſon and convinced the underſtandings of 
men who ſtand in the firſt ranks of wiſdom 
and knowledge, and ſpeak a language ſo level 
to the capacities of the pooreſt and the moſt 
illiterate, and ſo congenial to their feelings 
and wants, that we may ſafely be permitted 
to queſtion the benevolence, or the purity, of 
thoſe motives which have induced ſome fpe- 
eulative minds to reject its divine origin, and 
by which ſo many of the unthinking multi- 
tude have been allured to the ſtandard of in- 
fidelity. That book informs us that man was 
originally created in the divine image ; but 
that he fell from his primeval purity and hap- 
pineſs, by liſtening to the artful machinations 
of that malevolent being who is repreſented 
as the enemy of all goodneſs, and the leader 
of the powers of darkneſs : But, bleſſed be 


God, the ſame revelation which traces the 


origin of fin in this lower world, kindly di- 
rects us to the healing hand which hath power 
to pluck out its ſting, and to infuſe the balm 
of peace into the wounded conſcience ; for 
behold, God ſo loved a wretched and a ſinful 

world, as to give his only-begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh; 
but have everlaſting life, Herein, my brethren, 
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it love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and ſent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our ſins. The inference which the in- 
ſpired writer draws from theſe words is ſo 
ſtrong and endearing, that one would think no 
human being could withſtand it. Beloved, 
; God fo loved us, we ought alſo to love one 
another.” Brotherly love is the grand teſt of 
the ſincerity of our Chriſtian profeſſion: © For 
by this,” ſays our bleſſed Lord, © ſhall all men 
know that ye are my diſciples, if ye love one 
another.” This is a duty which nature in 
| ſome meaſure points out to us, but which the 
Goſpel hath carried to a pitch of ſublimity that 
was unknown both in theory and practice be- 
fore the coming of Chriſt. It is evident from 
the whole courſe of things, that man was not. 
made for himſelf alone. Our relations, our 
friends, and our country, have indiſpenſable 
claims upon us; and we readily pronounce 
that perſon unworthy the name of a man, who 
has no ſympathetic feelings, no ſocial diſpoſi- 
tions, no generous affections; but the attach- 
ments of kindred, the warmth of friendſhip, 
and the glow of patriotiſm, appear ſelfiſh and 
contracted when compared with the benevo- 
| lenco 
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lence of a Chriſtian, which cordially embraces 
all men, as being made of one blood, and the 
whole houſehold of faith, as members of the 
ſame body, whereof the blefled Jeſus is the 
head. The love of Chriſt then may be con- 
ſidered as the chief ſource of true philanthro- 
Py : Animated by that divine principle, we 
have ſeen a Hanway, a Thornton, and a 
Howard, dedicating their time and their for- 
tunes to the relief and prevention of human 
miſery: Animated by the ſame principle, we 
have ſeen the faithful miſſionary forſaking the 
comforts of civilized ſociety, to convey the 
glad tidings of ſalvation to ſavage and bar- 
barous nations; and with a heart warmed by 
the love of his Redeemer, making his way 
through burning deſerts and the howling wil- 
derneſs, and patiently enduring- hunger and 
thirſt, cold and nakedneſs: In ſhort, the love 
of Chriſt, to uſe the words of another, © is the 
grand morality,” and we might bring a cloud 
of witneſſes to prove that this principle has a 
' conſtraining influence, and that a cordial be- 
lief of the Goſpel has a direct and powerful 
tendency to promote that ardent love of God, 
which muſt diſplay itſelf in every act of be- 
neficence and charity towards men. Every 
C Uncere Jl 
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ſincere Chriſtian is therefore a fellow-worker 
with God, and in his ſphere conſiders himſelf 
bound to promote that great deſign of mercy 
and love, for which the Son of God was ſent 
into the world, and to feed with the bread of 
life that flock which Chriſt hath purchaſed 
with his own precious blood. Let every 
diſciple of Chriſt then (and I truſt there is 
none in this aſſembly who would diſavow 
that title) conſider the words of the text as 
_ addreſſed to himſelf ; © Simon, ſon of Jonas, 
loveſt thou me more than theſe?” And if you 
can reply in the ſincerity of your hearts, 
« Yes, Lord, thou knoweſt that I love thee,” 
give ear to the voice of the great Shepherd, 
who ſays to every true believer, Feed my 
lambs.” Theſe words I have ſelected on the 
preſent occaſion, as thinking them peculiarly 
applicable to that particular ſpecies of bene- 
volence, which has for its object, the Chriſ- 
tian education of poor children. A deſire to 
promote ſo valuable and important an end, 
gave riſe to that laudable Inſtitution, in behalf 
of which I now appear before you, a willing, 
however feeble, advocate. You have, already, 
my Chriſtian brethren, diſplayed ſuch libera- 
lity and zeal in this good work, as juſtly en- 
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title you to the higheſt praiſe; and ye are 
earneſtly exhorted not to be weary in well - 
doing, but to perſevere in this labour of love; 
in return for which, I have the authority 
of God's word to aſſure you, that in due ſea- 
ſon ye ſhall reap, if ye faint not. And though 
theſe objects of your benevolence may not be 
able to recompenſe you, yet ye ſhall be re- 
compenſed at the reſurrection of the juſt, 
through the merits and interceſſion of Him 
who died for your ſins, and who hath recom- 
mended this and every other good work by 
a motive too forcible for a grateful heart to 
reſiſt : * Inaſmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the leaſt of ceſs my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” 

It would be no difficult taſk to prove that 
the happineſs and permanent proſperity of 
every country muſt depend upon the virtue 
of its inhabitants. Public virtue can riſe upon 
no other baſis than that of private worth; and 
the ſureſt road of conducting the individual 
to excellence and uſefulneſs, is a virtuous 
education: Human nature in this, as well as 
in every other reſpect, is ſo ſubject to the law 
of habit, that if we expect to reap the fruits 
of a good education, the foundation muſt be 


laid at an early period, 
C 2 | In 
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( an! ) 
In infancy the heart being moſt ſuſceptible 

of ſtrong impreſſions, it is a matter of the 
utmoſt conſequence to inftil ſentiments of 
piety into the tender minds of children. This 
care belongs in the firſt. inſtance to parents, 
who are bound by every motive of intereſt 
and duty to train up their offspring in the 
way that they ſhould go; and who are ſtrictly 
enjoined by the Goſpel, to bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition. of the Lord. It 
is likewiſe incumbent upon all heads of fami- 
lies to ſee that their ſervants be inſtructed in 
their duty; and miniſters of the Goſpel are 
bound to extend their care to thoſe of every 
age, {ex, and condition, over whom the pro- 
vidence of God hath placed them. Their of- 
fice is to divide the word of truth in ſuch a 
manner as may beſt tend to inſtruct the igno- 
rant, to awaken ſinners, to convince gainſay- 
ers, to comfort the fecble-minded, and to 
build up ſaints in their moſt holy faith: In 
ſhort, every faithful paſtor glories in being 
the humble ſervant even of the meaneſt and 
weakeſt of the flock, and confiders him- 
ſelf bound to feed the lambs as well as 
the ſheep of Chriſt. Such are the duties 
of parents, of maſters, and of miniſters. — 
But, 
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But, alas! when we conſider the ignorance 
and inattention that are too prevalent among 
heads of families in the lower ranks of life, 
together with the numerous obſtacles that 
thwart the endeavours of the moſt zealous 
paſtor, eſpecially in large and populous pa- 
riſhes, we may eaſily gueſs at the large pro- 
portion of our fellow-creatures which muſt 
periſh for lack of knowledge, unleſs ſome 
extraordinary efforts are made to reſcue them 
from their deplorable ſituation; and bleſſed 
be God, who hath inclined the hearts of ſo 
many benevolent Chriſtians in this land to 
erect charity- ſchools for the enlargement of 
Chriſt's kingdom, of which one of the diſtin- 
guiſhing characteriſtics was, foretold to be, 
“That the poor ſhould have the Goſpel 
preached to them.” I believe that our native 
country may boaſt of a greater number of cha- 
ritable inſtitutions for promoting religious 
knowledge among the poor, than any other. 
The cathedral of St. Paul's, in London, annu- 
ally exhibits one of the nobleſt and moſt affect- 
ing fights in the world—about fix thouſand 
children, who have been brought up by cha- 
rity, collected under one roof; and it ap- 


pears from the reports publiſhed by the So- 
| | clety 
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ciety for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, 


that the number of poor children educated in 
charity-ſchools throughout theſe kingdoms, 
amounts to upwards of forty thouſand; but 


that number falls conſiderably ſhort of the 


actual amount; for, not to mention the chil- 
dren of that noble foundation, Chriſt's Hoſ- 


pital, who amount to twelve hundred, there 
is a great number of charity-ſchools under 


the patronage of members of the eſtabliſhed 


church, of which the ſociety gives no ac- 
count. There are many ſchools ſupported by 
our diſſenting brethren upon the ſame plan; 


and there is ſcarcely a village in the king- 


dom but contains ſome worthy individual 
who diſplays his benevolence in the educa- 


tion of poor children. Theſe are facts which 
reflect the higheſt honour upon the age and 


country in which we live, and to which we 
may in vain look for a parallel elſewhere. 
But the charity-ſchools eſtabliſhed in this 
kingdom, excellent as their effects already 
have been, and muſt continue to be, include 
only a ſmall number, comparatively ſpeak- 
ing, of the children of the poor; and the 
hand of Providence hath been remarkably 
viſible among us within theſe few years, in 

pointing 
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pointing out an excellent appendage to thoſe 
charitable ſeminaries; I mean the inſtitution 
of Sunday ſchools; for the firſt hint of which 
the world is indebted to a private citizen of 
Glouceſter, Mr. Raikes, at the mention of 
whoſe name every one who loves his coun- 
try, every friend of religion and virtue, muſt 
feel the warmeſt emotions of gratitude. This 
wiſe and benevolent inſtitution, from very 
ſmall beginnings, has, within the courſe of 
eight years, diffuſed itſelf throughout the 
kingdom in a wonderful manner; and it is 
ſuppoſed that not leſs than three hundred 
thouſand pupils are now under its care. 
Thus have we ſeen the grain of muſtard-ſeed 
become a great and flouriſhing tree; under 
the ſhadow of which, the indigent helpleſs 
lambs of Chriſt's flock find ſhelter and pro- 
tection ; and the worthy character, who firſt 
ſubmitted to the public the plan of Sunday 
ſchools, may now enjoy the ſatisfaction of 
applying to himſelf the ſublime ſentiment 
which an apocryphal writer puts into the 
mouth of Wiſdom: I came out as a brook 
from a river, and as a conduit into a garden ; 
and I faid, I will water abundantly my gar- 
den-bed ; and lo, my brook became a river, 
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and my river became a ſea.” 
i... 

The leading objects of Sunday ſchools are, 
to infuſe into the minds of children in the 
loweſt ranks of ſociety, a love of honeſt in- 


duſtry, together with habits of cleanlineſs, 
of decency, and order; to inſpire them with 


9 


Eccleſiaſticus, 


ſentiments of reverence for the Lord's day, 


and with a reliſh for public worſhip; to en- 
able them to read the Scriptures without 
any hindrance of manual labour, and to in- 


ſtruct them in the rudiments of Chriſtianity 


by the plain and impreſſive method of fami- 
liar converſation. Theſe pious ſeminaries 
open an aſylum for poor forlorn children of 
every deſcription: They may be ſtyled houſes 
of refuge, where the forſaken child, who 
has no parent either able or willing to in- 
ſtruct him; the helpleſs orphan, who has no 
guardian to ſhelter him from negle& and 
cruelty ; and the poor apprentice, who finds 
no friends in his maſter's houſe, may enter 
in, and receive thoſe comforts which the 
Goſpel has in ſtore. The moſt tranſient re- 


flection on theſe things may convince us of 


the vaſt importance of Sunday ſchools; and 


I muſt confeſs, that whether I view the plan 
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in a temporal or ſpiritual light, I am at a loſs 
to conceive of a better channel in which the 


benevolence of a good man can flow ; nor 


do I know of any other way by which we can 


render our poor ſervices more acceptable to 


our heavenly Maſter. But as the moſt ob- 
vious truths, through inattention and preju- 
dice, are frequently overlooked or diſregarded, 
it may not be improper to give a more de- 
tailed view of ſome of the peculiar excel- 
lencies of this ſpecies of charity. 

In the firſt place I would obſerve, that 
though other charities may be calculated for 
the relief and alleviation of diſtreſs and mi- 
ſery, this, in behalf of which we now plead, 


claims the higher merit of acting by way of 
Prevention, and of deſtroying the ſeeds of 


unhappineſs. The virtuous education of 
poor children is the beſt expedient that can 
be adopted to prevent that wretched ſtate of 


Poverty and vice, in which we fee ſo many of 


the lower orders of the community ſunk, 
and which may generally be traced back to 
the want of early diſcipline and culture: 
Therefore Sunday ſchools, conſidered merely 
in a political point of view, deſerve the ſup- 
port of every good citizen; inaſmuch as it is 
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of more importance to the community to 


prevent crimes than to puniſh them. 

The late Mr. Howard, in his Obſervations 
on the State of foreign Priſons, remarks, 
that the reaſon of there being ſo few fe- 
lons in the priſons of Switzerland, is to be 
ſought not in the ſeverity of the penal laws, 
nor in the frequency of executions, but in 
the great care that is taken in thoſe cantons, 


to give children, even the pooreſt, a moral 


and religious education.” Happy would it 
have been for mankind, had ſtateſmen and le- 
giſlators directed their attention to this im- 
portant object, more than to what is called 


the aggrandiſement of a nation, by the ac- 


quiſition of territory and the extenſion of 
commerce: For if we conſult hiſtory from 
the earlieſt records of time, we ſhall find 
that the happineſs and ſtability of every na- 
tion under Heaven, have been very cloſely 
connected with its moral character; and there 
is no eflectual way of producing that © righte- 
ouſneſs which exalteth a nation,” but the early 
acquiſition of virtuous habits; ſo that every 
one who contributes to the ſupport of this 
inſtitution, or Who dedicates his time and 
labour to the inſtruction of theſe poor chil- 


dren, 


A 


(9) 
dren, may conſider himſelf as performing 
not only a common office of humanity, but 
an act of true patriotiſm. 

By directing your bounty into this chan- 
nel, you alſo perform a duty which you owe 
to your heavenly Maſter, by ſhewing your 
poor fellow-creatures the light of the Goſpel, 
thus guiding their feet into the way of peace, 
and enabling them to become wile unto ſal- 
vation; for you will obſerve, that conſtant 
attendance on public worſhip, together with 

catechetical inſtruction, is ' ſecured to the 
pupils: And thus Lam led to mention what 1 
conſider by far the moſt powerful recommend- 
ation of this inſtitution—that it is charity 
to the ſouls of men. And indeed, after all 
other acts of kindneſs are performed, when 
we have relieved the widow and the orphan, 
the lame and the blind, fed the hungry and 
clothed the naked, yet, if nothing be done 
for their ſouls, {till are they © wretched, and 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked,” 
in the ſight of God. By relieving only the 
bodily wants of the irreligious poor, you al- 
leviate the leaſt part of their miſery; but 
by opening their eyes to a ſenſe of their ſpi- 


ritual wants, and by making the glad tidings 
| D 2 of 


( 20 ) 
of ſalvation welcome to their ears, the bleſſ- 
ings of them that were ready to periſh ſhall 
come upon you; and thus you will ſecure to 
the objects of your benevolence, that peace 
which is by far the moſt precious fruit of the 
Spirit, and which hath powerful efficacy to 
ſweeten every outward affliction; that © peace 
of God which paſſeth all underſtanding,” and 
which, in the loweſt ſtate of poverty and 
diſtreſs, fills the believer's heart with joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory. Of every irre- 
ligious perſon, it may truly be ſaid, © What 
haſt thou to do with peace?” but much more 
emphatically of the irreligious poor: Their 
bad tempers and evil diſpoſitions being un- 
reſtrained by education, and by thoſe rules 
of politeneſs which have been eſtabliſhed in 
the higher ranks of life, they have no inclina- 
tion even to ſave appearances; accordingly you 
find nothing within doors but ſtrife and con- 
fuſion, and every evil work; nothing but 
profaneneſs, obſcenity, and loud ſtorms of 
paſſion. Think then of the wretched con- 
dition of their offspring. We whole duty it 
is to viſit the poor, can bear witneſs that 
the caſe of ſuch children is truly pitiable; 
they are ſtrangers to the ſweet influence of a 
5 | + father's 


(= } 


father's example, they hear not the ſoothing 
voice of maternal love.—You who have 
children of your own. cannot. but pity them; 
you who have a proper ſenſe of the value of 
a human ſoul, cannot but regard them with 
the tendereſt compaſſion; and let it be remem- 
bered that compaſſion for periſhing ſinners is 
one of the faireſt features of the Chriſtian 
character, and affords unqueſtionable evidence 
that we are born of God. This was the 
grand ſpring which quickened the zeal, and 
animated the exertions, of © the glorious com- 
pany of the apoſtles, the goodly fellowſhip 
of the prophets, and the noble army of mar- 
tyrs; in a word, it was this amiable and 
godlike diſpoſition (and let that ſingle exam- 
ple ſuffice), which made the Son of God ſtoop 
from heaven to earth, which darkened the 
pomp of the only triumph he ever received 


in this lower world *, and rendered him obe- 


dient to a painful and ignominious death. 
Are there any here then who call themſelves 
the diſciples of the blefſed Jeſus, and yet 
grudge a little expence in that cauſe for which 
he condeſcended to become a man of ſorrows, 
and to ſhed his moſt precious blood upon the 


* Luke, xix. 41, &c. 
| | croſs ? 
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croſs? And if the ſmalleſt acts of kindneſs, 
even the offer of a piece of bread or a cup of 
cold water, in his name, ſhall not go unre- 
warded ; what ſhall be the recompenſe of 
thoſe who ſupply their fellow-creatures with 

the meat that endureth unto everlaſting life? 

TL anſwer in the words of the Prophet Daniel, 
They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the bright- 
neſs of the firmament, and they that turn 
many to righteouſneſs as the ſtars for ever and 
ever.” Here, my brethren, is a promiſe to 
{well the heart of every one who is ambitious 
of true glory. To riſe to honour and diſtinc- 
tion, wealth and power; to command armies 
and to conquer kingdoms ; are the great ob- 
jects to which the men of this world aſpire: 
But the calm and ſilent Chriſtian, who with a 
ſympathetic heart pours: the balm of conſo- 
lation into the breaſt of the afflicted ; he who 
- ſtretches out his hand to ſupport: the helpleſs 
orphan, and makes the widow's heart ſing 
for joy; he who, in the ſpirit of love, contri- 
butes his mite to ſave a ſoul from death; 
this 1s the charaCter of true glory in the eyes 
of the Lord : And while the names of heroes, 
of ſtateſmen, and of kings, are written in the 
duſt, the charitable Chriſtian is enrolled in 
the book of life, and great will be his re- 
- ward 


0: ] 

ward in heaven. To engage in this labour 
of love in the true ſpirit of Chriſtian charity, 
will draw down ſuch bleflings from heaven 
as are beyond the reach of fortune to beſtow : 
The conſciouſneſs of ſuch worthy conduct 
will ſupport the drooping ſoul in that awful 
hour, when neither the ſmiles of the great, 
nor the favour of the wealthy, nor the ſolicit- 
ation of friends, can yield the ſmalleſt ray of 
_ conſolation, nor the leaſt glimmering of hope. 
And on that ſolemn day, when we muſt all 
appear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt ; 
while the rich and hard-hearted voluptuary 
ſhall ſtand naked and trembling to receive 
his doom ; behold the man whoſe delight it 
was to feed the ſheep of Chriſt, to gather the 
lambs with his arm, and carry them in his 


boſom, appearing at that dread tribunal with 
humble confidence and holy joy; and re- 
ceiving this gracious welcome from the 
mouth of the Judge, © Well done, good and 
faithful ſervant, enter thou into the Joy 
of thy Lord.” | 

You muſt all be ſenſible how intimately 
the happineſs of the parochial clergy is con- 
nected with the proſperity of Sunday ſchools, 
becauſe they facilitate one of the moſt im- 


portant 
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portant branches of the paſtoral care; I mean 
the practice of catechizing. 

Experience and obſervation ſufficiently 
evince that very little fruit is to be expected 
from the labours of the parochical clergy, 
among people who have grown old in igno- 
rance and vice. Their chief proſpects of com- 
fort, and their principal hopes of ſucceſs, muſt 
be derived from their exertions among the 
younger part of their pariſhioners: And here- 
in you will readily perceive the great advan- 
tage of Sunday ſchools, that they collect to- 
gether under the eye of the conſcientious 
clergyman, and without any additional trou- 
ble on his part, a larger number of cathechu- 
mens than he could otherwiſe have. The 
clergy therefore have abundant reaſon to 
bleſs God for having raiſed up, in a period 
of extreme depravity, ſo many inſtruments 
among the laity, to co-operate with them in 
that great work which the Saviour of the 
world hath allotted to them, that divine 
Saviour who came to ſeek and to ſave that 
which was loſt, and whoſe merciful language 
was, Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the 
kingdom of God.” Thele little ones are not 


yet 


i, 
yet hackneyed in the ways of this wicked 


world; their tender minds are ſuſceptible of . 


the beſt impreſſions; their conſciences have 
not yet been hardened by habits of wicked- 
neſs; and therefore we have great reaſon to 
Hope, that, through the bleſſing of God, the 
early culture which is here beſtowed on their 
minds, may, in due time, render them fruit- 
ful in every good word and work. Hear the 
counſel of Solomon : * Train up a child in 
the way he ſhould go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it.“ And though we are 
ready to grant, that this maxim, like all other 
general rules, is not free from exceptions ; 


yet thoſe children who, after having received 


a pious education, unfortunately give way to 
the pollutions of the world, will be more likely 
to return to the paths of innocence, than if 
they had been ſuffered to grow up without 
any further reſtraint upon their minds than 
the dictates of the moral ſenſe, which is ſo 
apt to languiſh from the want of culture, and 
to become deaf to the voice of reaſon, amid 
the importunities of craving appetites, and 
tumultuous paſſions. It is true indeed, that 
the ſtrength of youthful pafſions, and the 
temptations of the world, too often baffle the 
beſt efforts of the wiſe and good. Never- 

. | theleſs, 
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{ theleſs, thoſe religious impreſſions which 


we receive in early years, are ſeldom totally ef- 
faced; even in the full career of vice, they 
ſometimes loudly remonſtrate with conſcience, 


and mix the cup of criminal indulgence with 


gall and wormwood; and in the ſeaſon of ad- 
verſity they frequently prove the bleſſed means 
of reſtoring the unhappy . to his fa- 
ther's houſe. 5 
Thus have I endeavoured to lay before you 
the peculiar advantages attending Sunday 
ſchools. That your minds have already felt 
the force of them, appears evidently from 
your paſt conduct, which leaves no room to 
doubt of your future liberality; and they who, 
influenced by aregard tothe proſperity of their 
country, to the comfort of their poor fellow- 
creatures, and the ſalvation of ſouls, contri- 
bute, according to their ability, towards the 
ſupport of theſe religious ſeminaries, may be 
aſſured, to uſe the words of Solomon, © that 
what they give is lent to the Lord;” and a 
greater than Solomon hath aſſured us, that 
whatever acts of charity we perform to the 
poor afflicted members of his myſtical body, 
he will eſteem them as done to himſelf. And 
here I would intreat thoſe who may have 


formed the pious reſolution of enriching the 
fund 


(oY 


fund of this inſtitution, by an extraordinary 


benefaQion, not to devolve the taſk upon the 


executors of their wills, but to difpenſe their 
bounty with their own hands. Thus would 
they have the ſatisfaction of generating in 
themſelves a benevolent temper, and of wit- 
nefling its happy effects upon others. Thus 
would their light ſhine before men, to the 
glory of God, and their own unſpeakable 
comfort: And herein you have an excellent 
pattern before you, in the conduct of an 
honourable and worthy perſon*, to whoſe 
benevolence the poor of this town are no 
ſtrangers; to whoſe zeal it was principally 
owing, that the preſent inſtitution was ſet 
on foot, and who hath given a large ſum, 
no leſs than one hundred and fifty pounds, to- 
yards its ſupport. This is true charity; this 
s faith working by love, and maybe deemed 
one of the nobleſt marks of conformity to that 
divine Character who went about continually 
doing good. 

After what hath been ſaid, I flatter e that 
it will be needleſs to treſpaſs upon your time 
and patience, by attempting to refute the va- 
rious objections that have been urged againſt 
Sunday ſchools. Theſe objections, indeed, 

* Mr. Whitbread, 
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moſtly originate in motives which I cannot 
ſuppoſe to have any influence upon your minds. 
But leſt I ſhould be accuſed of arguing with 
undue partiality, I ſhall take notice of an ob- 
jection which has been conſidered as the moſt 
plauſible of any, and by the fallacy of which, 
many well-meaning people have been miſled. 
The objection is, That the inſtruQtion of 
poor children has a tendency to make them 
proud and difcontented, by raiſing their minds 
above the rank they are to hold in ſociety, and 
by creating an averſion to manual labour.” To 
affirm that any human being can be the worſe 
for having his intellectual faculties improved, 
would be an impeachment of our own under- 
ſtanding; and I apprehend that no objection 
can lie, in thefe days, againſt the inſtruction of 
the loweſt orders, which, at the dawn of the Re- 
formation, the champions of the Papal prero- 
gative could not have urged againſt the diffu- 
fion of knowledge among the body of the peo- 
ple*. In fact, I conſider the objection as the 
offspring of hard-heartedneſs, begotten upon 
pride. It is well calculated, F muſt own, to 
promote the purpoſes of arbitrary power, of 
ſuperſtition, and flavery; and therefore it 


® See Dr. Vincent's Sermon before the Society for promoting 
Chriſtian Knowledge, in the year 1784. 
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dught to be combated in all its ſhapes, by 
every one in this free and enlightened coun- 
try, to whom the Proteſtant cauſe, and the 
intereſts of civil liberty, are dear. It has been 
well obſerved, © that pride is not founded 
upon the improvement of the underſtanding, 
but on the weakneſs of it . Accordingly we 
find, that the wiſeſt men in every age have 
been the leaſt proud of their own attainments, 
and that thofe who have made the greateſt pro- 


| ficiency in the ſchool of Chriſt, have been the 


moſt diſtinguiſhed by humility. But after all, 
what is it that poor children are taught in 
theſe ſchools ? Are they inſtructed in writing 
or arithmetic ? Are any attempts made to in- 


itiate them in the learned languages, or in 


philoſophy? Are any acquiſitions pointed out 
to them which have the ſmalleſt tendency 
either to inflate them with ſcientific pride, or to 


give them a diſlike to work; to render them 


inſolent to their ſuperiors in rank and fortune, 
or to create in them a propenſity to revolt 
from the ſalutary controul of legal authority? 


No ſuch thing. They are merely taught to 


read Engliſh}; and with what view? That they 


* Sec Dr. Parker's Sermon before the Society, in 1781. 


+ See Biſhop of Cheſter's Letter to his Clergy concerning Sunday 
Schools, 255 | 
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may be enabled to read their bibles, together 
with ſome plain pious tracts, which teach 
them to fear God above all things, and to 


love their neighbours as themſelves; which 


denounce everlaſting puniſhment againſt all the 
workers of iniquity, but which promiſe, to 
all who © live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly,” 
in this world, peace of mind, and an admiſſion 
after death into that heavenly kingdom, the 
purchaſeof ourRedeemer'sblood, where“ God + 
hath prepared for them that love him, ſuch 
things as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor 
ever entered into the heart of man.” 

I would not, however, be meant to inſi- 
nuate, that in order to know theſe truths, and 


to feel their practical influence, it is neceſſary 


to be able to read. There are many, I am 


_ perſuaded, that cannot diſtinguiſh one letter 


from another, who are well acquainted with 
the things that belong unto their peace; and 
therefore, if no other advantage attended 


' theſe ſchools, than accuſtoming young people 


from their infancy to the practice of attending 
public worſhip, ſtill are they deſerving of every 
degree of encouragement. By this ſalutary 
expedient, multitudes of poor children, who 
would otherwiſe have ſpent the Lord's day, if 
not in vice, at leaſt in idleneſs, and the ne- 


2 | 3 
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glect of all mental improvement, are brought 
under the influence of the means of grace; 
and thus who knows how many of them may 
be © plucked, as brands out of the fire?” I am 
| ſure that the ſpectacle now preſented to your 
eyes is ſufficiently affecting to melt the heart 
of every one, who is not totally diveſted of 


feeling. Who can view ſuch a number of 
poor children“, reſcued from the jaws of igno= 
rance and vice, and brought to the houſe of 


God, without a warm glow of gratitude to 
the benevolence of thoſe who have placed 
them here? Who can hear thoſe tongues, 
which were once employed in the language of 
profaneneſs, now celebrating the praiſes of the 
Almighty, without a full heart, and an over- 
flowing eye? We cannot, indeed, deny the 
melancholy truth, that many who have been 
well educated, turn out ill; and if it ſhould be 
urged by the objector, that the acquiſitions 
which are made in theſe ſchools, may lead the 
pupils to the peruſal of bad, as well as good, 
books; it may be replied, that it is contrary 
to all the rules of juſt reaſoning to admit an 
argument againſt a plan which is generally 
expedient, on account of any partial abuſe 
which may flow from the adoption of it; 

* About zoo children attended. 
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#- otherwiſe we muſt arraign the beſt gifts of 


heaven, and reprobate all the means that are 


_ uſed for promoting the happineſs and per- 


fection of human nature. But, in fact, all 
the objections that have been urged againſt 
theſe pious ſeminaries, whether dictated by 
the pride of ſingularity, the ſpleen of malig- 
nity, or the miſconception of the narrow- 
minded, are effectually ſilenced by the evi- 
dence which experience hath given of their 
utility. In this very town, can you not all 
teſtify, that they have been productive of 
good *? Are not many of the poor children be- 
come more cleanly and neat in their perſons 
and dreſs than they uſed to be; more mild 
and gentle in ther manners; more orderly and 


t lecent in their whole conduct? and are not many 


of them, who were admitted into the ſchools in 
a ſtate of profound ignorance, now able to re- 
peat their catechiſms, and to read their bibles? 
Thus have you ſeen of the travail of your ſoul, 
and the pleaſure of the Lord hath proſpered in 
your hand. It is probable that the fruits of 


your labour have not fully anſwered the ſan- 


guine expectations with which you at firſt en- 
gaged in this benevolent undertaking : Yet, I 
beſeech you, be not diſcouraged on that ac- 


»The Sunday Schools were eſtabliſhed at Bedford in 1987. 
| count, 


1 

count, neither be wearied and faint in your 
minds; do your duty in the mean time, and 
commit the event unto God. Behold, the 
huſbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of 
the earth, and hath long patience for it, until 
he receive the early and latter rain.“ Labour, 
| therefore, with cheerfulneis; ſow in faith and 
in hope, and be aſſured that in due ſeaſon ye 


ſhall reap, if ye faint not. It has been juſtly 


obſerved, © that in the caſe of good, as well as 
bad, alittleleaven leaveneth the whole lump ®;” 
and a few ferious, well-behaved, induſtrious 
young people, of both ſexes, annually min- 
gled in the mals of the inhabitants, may pro- 
duce, ere long, a greater reformation in the 
town, than probably the moſt ſanguine of my 
Hearers have any conception of. 

I am perſuaded that it is owing, to the bad 
examples which the children ſee at home, that 
the good eſſects of this inſtitution are not more 
apparent; and therefore it would be an act of 
great kindnels, if thoſe who are entruited with 
the management of the ſchools, would preſs 
upon the parents the importance of attending 


public worſhip, as well upon their own ac-. 


count, as that of the children. I would alio 


See Dr. Horne's Sermon on Sunday Schools. 
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ſubmit to your conſideration another hint, 
which appears to me to be intimately con- 


nected with the permanency and ſucceſs of 
theſe ſeminaries, namely, that the principal ſub- 
ſcribers, of both ſexes, would condeſcend to 
viſit the ſchools in rotation . The children 
would be greatly encouraged by ſuch marks 
of attention from their benefactors, and the 
trouble would be divided among ſo many, as 
to render the taſk neither irkſome nor labo- 
rious. It ſeems to be generally allowed, that 
corporal puniſhment ought not to form a part 
of the diſcipline of Sunday ſchools, and that 
great faults, after admonition hath proved inef- 
fectal, ſhould be puniſhed with expulſion. The 
utmoſt care ſhould likewiſe be taken to pre- 
vent the buſineſs of the ſchool from encroach- 
ing upon the reſt and ſanity of the Lord's- 
day. Let not poor children, who are kept 
hard at. work every day in the week, be de- 
barred from every domeſtic and ſocial enjoy- 
ment, on this day of comfort and cheerful- 
neſs; and let the teachers be irequently ad- 
monithed to treat the children with that kind 
attention and tenderneſs which are ſo requi- 


See the Hiſtory of Claybrock, p. 133, for an account of the 
Sunday ſchools in that pariſh. | 


lite 


. + 


. 
ſite to gain their confidence, and to make 
them wiſh for the return of Sunday, inſtead 


of regarding it with averſion and diſguſt. Any 
farther precautions which might be given for 


the management of your ſchools, are happily 
ſuperſeded by the regulations which were at 
firſt adopted, added to the faithfulneſs, the 
prudence, and circumſpection of the Commit- 
tee; and I have too much confidence in the 
humane and generous feelings of the inhabit- 
ants of this place, to ſuppoſe that you will 
ever abandon an Inſtitution fraught with ſo 
many advantages to ſociety, or deſert the 
cauſe of theſe poor children, who have no 
other reſource but in the continuance of your 
protection and friendſhip. 
| There is one circumſtance reſpecting the 
Inſtitution before us, which I could not for- 
bear mentioning upon the preſent occaſion, 
without great injuſtice to my own feelings; and 
that is, the harmony with which the different 
denominations of Chriſtians, in this place, 
have concurred in promoting ſo good a deſign. 
This Inſtitution, to its honour, diſclaims party- 
regard of every ſort, and ftands upon the fair 
foundation of impartial benevolence: It is 
matter of congratulation to the preſent age, 
that the animoſities which formerly diſunited 
F 2 the 
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: M-) 
the Chriſtian church, have now given way to 
a ſpirit of candour and mutual forbearance, 
and that all denominations can join hands in 
promoting a work of charity. Continue, my 
brethren, to act upon this noble and generous 


plan; and if ye cannot agree to maintain the 


faith in a ſtrict uniformity of opinion, main- 
tain it, I beſeech you, in that which conſti- 
tutes the life and ſoul of Chriſtianity, I mean 
the bond of charity. If all men were under 
the influence of this divine prineiple, the very 
name of party would be baniſhed from the 
world; then all the profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
faith would give one another the right hand 
of fellowſhip; and diſclaiming every unſcrip- 
tural mark of diſtinction, would, © with one 
mind and one mouth, glorify God, even the 
father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” I hail, as a 
Chriſtian brother, every man who profeſſes to 
love Chriſt in ſincerity ; and to © as many as 
walk according to this rule, and ſhew the ſin- 
cerity of their love by feeding the ſheep and 
the lambs of his flock, whether they be called 
Lutherans or Calviniſts, Churchmen or Diſ- 
ſenters, I would add, in the emphatical lan- 
guage of St. Paul, © Mercy and peace be upon 
them, and upon all.the Iſrael. of God.“ 


Lam 


( 7:1) 


I am aware, that by this time you will 
think J have treſpaſſed too much upon your 
kind indulgence; but if 1 have detained you 
longer than uſual, I hope the importance of 
the ſubject will be a ſufhcient apology. I am 
ſenſible, however, that your patience muſt 
now be pretty nearly exhauſted, and there- 
fore I ſhall conclude with a ſhort addreſs to 
the managers of this Inſtitution, to the maſters 
and miſtreſſes of the ichools, and to all in this 

aſſembly who by their contributions are capa- 
ble of ſupporting ſo excellent an undertaking. 

You, then, who take an active part in the 
direction of this charity, muſt reſolve to bear 
with compoſure and good temper, all the in- 
veCtives that may be thrown out againſt the 
cauſe in which you have embarked, to hearthe 
objections of gainſayers with patience, and to 
anſwer them inthe ſpirit of meekneſs. Be ready 
to receive every ſuggeſtion for the improve- 
ment of the ſchools, whether from friends or 
enemies. Adhere to that rule, which has been 
ſo wiſely framed, of ſtated meetings, to conſult 
together for the important ends you have in 
view. Remember, that © he who puts his hand 
to the plough, and looks back, is not fit for 
the kingdom of God.“ Forſake not, there- 
fore, 
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fore, an Inſtitution which owes its exiſtence 
to yourſelves; and though © iniquity abound, 
let not your love wax cold.” Perſevere in this 
good work, and you will be rewarded with the 
comfort of having done much ſervice to God 
and to your fellow-creatures; at leaſt, you wilt 
have the teſtimony of your own conſciences, 
that your endeavours for that purpoſe were not 
wanting. But all that the direQors of this 
charity can do will be much in vain, unleſs 
you, the maſters and miſtreſſes, prove diligent 
and faithful. Hitherto you have acquitted 
yourſelves to the ſatisfaction of youremployers, 
and I truſt you will endeavour to ſecure the 
confidence you have gained, by deference and 
reſpect to your patrons; by authority, tem- 
pered with mildneſs, in conducting the buſi- 
neſs of the ſchools, and by a pious and exem- 
plary conduct. Watch the natural tempers of 
the children, and guard againſt impatience 
and peeviſhneſs in yourſelves. Be careful to 
correct the beginnings of vice in your pupils; 
to enlarge upon the folly and miſery of ſin; 
and to inſtil into their minds the important 
truths of the Goſpel. Remember that the 
moſt effectual method of communicating reli- 
gious knowledge to young people, is familiar 

| 7 and 


( 39 ) 


and affectionate converſation ; charge -them 
40 pray at home regularly every morning and 
evening; teach them how to perform that ne- 
ceſſary duty, and be frequent and fervent in 
prayer yourſelves, that the children entruſted 
to your care may become uſeful members of 
ſociety, and ſincere diſciples of Chriſt, 

Permit me, now, to remind all who are 
here aſſembled, that, without continual help, 
this excellent undertaking cannot be ſupported, 
and that almoſt every one who hears me is 
capable of giving it help, more or leſs. 

The trueſt objects of compaſſion upon 
earth, are children left, without inſtruction or 
reſtraint, to the temptations of the world, and 
the ſnares of vice; and ſuch, without the in- 
terpoſition of your bounty, would theſe 
children have been, whoſe appearance to-day, 
in this place, mult afford the higheſt ſatisfac- 
tion to every one who has a heart to feel, and a 
tear to ſhed, for the miſeries of human nature. 
I truſt that the children themſclves will not 
diſappoint the good wiſhes of their benefac- 
tors, and I pray that they may grow in good- 
neſs as they grow in years. 


As 
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As for you, my brethren, whoſe benevo- 
lence hath placed them here, may the God of 
heaven and earth, the Author of every good 
and perfect gift, abundantly recompenſe you; 
and thoſe who ſhall now freely and kindly 
give, according to their ability, may take the 
comfort of theſe words of our Saviour, 
“ Whoſoever ſhall give to drink unto one of 
theſe little ones, a cup of cold water in my 
name, verily I ſay unto you, he ſhall in no 
wiſe loſe his reward.” In that heavenly king- 
dom, which Chriſt hath purchaſed for us, every 
man will be rewarded according to his works; 
and therefore the more bountiful we are, the 
more reſplendent ſhall our glory be hereafter. 
He that ſoweth little {faith St. Paul), ſhall 
reap little; and he that ſoweth plenteouſly 
ſhall reap plenteouſly.”” I hoſe whom Provi- 
dence hath bletied with affluence ſhould con- 
{der themſelves as ſtawards; and woe be to 
ſuch, in the ſolemn day of viſitation, if it ſhall 
appear, that no part of their wealth hath been 
appropriated to works of charity; for he who 
cannot lie, hath aſſured us, that the hard- 
hearted and the covetous ſhall never inherit 
the kingdom of God: And I befeech you, 


2 brethren, 
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brethren, let no one deceive himſelf in this 
momentous concern, either by giving alms 
from a principle of vain glory, or under the 
notion of compounding for other omiſſions of 
duty; but let every one be fully ſatisfied in 
his own mind, that he gives © neither grudg- 
ingly nor of neceſſity,” but from chriſtian mo- 
tives; from a heart warmed with the love of 
Chriſt, and devoted to his ſervice; and re- 
member that God looks at the heart, more 
than at the ſplendour of the gift. The poor 
widow, in the Goſpel, who caſt into the 
treaſury the laſt farthing ſhe had, was pro- 
nounced by our Saviour to have given more 
than all the rich men who contributed out of 

their abundance. I therefore ſcruple not to 
| fay, that a charitable offering on the preſent 
occaſion, may be expected from the pooreſt 
perſon in my hearing, according to the ex- 
cellent advice which was given by an apocry- 
phal writer ; © Be merciful after thy power: 
If thou haſt much, give plenteouſly; if thou 
haſt little, do thy diligence gladly to give of 
that little, for ſo gathereſt thou thyſelf a good 
reward in the day of neceſſity.“ 


G Be 


(\ 4.) 


He aſſured, then, that whatever you may 
no give, from a principle of true chriſtian 
charity, however ſmall the ſum, may be con- 

ſidered as ſeed ſown upon good ground, 
which will ſpring unto life everlaſting: And 
mould our charitable offering require the 
facrifice of ſome ornament of dreſs, of ſome 
favourite amuſement, or of ſome trifling ſen- 
ſual gratification, can we think any ſacrifice 
of that ſort too coſtly for the ſake of Him, who, 
though he was rich, yet for our ſakes became 
poor, made himſelf of no Ros” and 
took upon him the form of a ſervant ;” for 
the ſake of Him, who in his agony fone 
drops of blood; who, rather than deſert our 
cauſe, ſubmitted to be buffeted and ſcourged 
as an impoſtor ; who bled, and thirſted, and 
groaned, and died upon Mount Calvary? © If, 
then, as the Apoſtle ſays, there be any con- 
ſolation in Chriſt; if there be any comfort of 
love; if there be any fellowſhip of the Spirit, 
any bowels of mercies”—be not backward, I 
beſeech you, to promote this labour of love; 
look upon theſe children in the light of hum- 
ble petitioners; and we intreat you to grant 
them all the aid and comfort in your power, 
| 2 for 
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( 43 ) 
for the ſake of Him who uttered theſe memo- . 
Table words, © It is more bleſſed to give than 
to receive; and who took the little children 
in his arms, and bleſſed them: For the ſake of 
that compaſſionate Saviour, who wept over 
the fins of Jeruſalem, and who now ſees from 
the throne of his glory how you are affected 
towards him. May you perſevere in this 
bleſſed undertaking; may it afford you ſatiſ- 
faction through life, and comfort in the hour 
of death, and ſecure to you in the day of 
judgment the approbation of your merciful 
Redeemer. Happy, thrice happy, will thoſe 
of you be, who can ſay on that ſolemn occa- 
ſion, Behold, Lord, here are the little children 
whom, after thy example, we have received 
into our arms; here are the lambs of thy 
flock, whom we have been inſtrumental in 
reſcuing from the jaws of ſin and deſtruction. 
* Then ſhall the King ſay unto them, Come, 
ye blefſed children of my Father, receive the 
kingdom prepared for you; inaſmuch as ye 
have done it unto theſe little ones, ye have 
done it unto me.“ 


THE END. 
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